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TROPHOBLAST AND ITS TUMORS. By William B. Ober (et al.) Annals of
the New York Academy of Sciences, vol. 80, art. 1, pp. 1-284. New York,
1959. $3.50.
This series of papers is the result of a conference on "Trophoblast and its
Tumors" held under the auspices of the New York Academy of Sciences in
October 1958. It can be highly recommended, not only to Obstetricians and
research workers in this field, but also to those not primarily interested in
the problems of pregnancy. The book, together with its companion volume,
"The Uterus," presents in a readable and collected form, authoritative
accounts concerning important aspects of placental and uterine function.
The sixteen papers in "Trophoblast and its Tumors" are divided into three
sections, dealing in turn with Fundamental Concepts, Hydatidiform Mole
and Trophoblastic Tumors. Two interesting basic aspects of trophoblast
function also receive treatment in the third section, in two papers, one by
W. W. Park and the other by W. A. Bardawil and B. L. Toy. Both discuss
the problems of immunity which arise from consideration of viviparous
pregnancy as a classical homograft situation. In addition, the latter authors
devote considerable attention to another topic of current interest, the depor-
tation of trophoblast in the blood stream, and give a comprehensive bib-
liography.
It is difficult to single out individual papers for special praise. All are of
great interest and represent statements by leaders of their respective fields.
In the section on Fundamental Concepts are included an historical survey,
discussions of mechanisms of trophoblast invasion, and a commentary by
J. T. Velardo on the evolution of viviparity and the role of the placenta and
chorionic gonadotropin in the adoption of ovarian and pituitary function
during pregnancy in the primate, based on the experimental actions of
chorionic gonadotropin.
The second and third parts deal with pathological and clinical problems.
The difficulties and importance of pathological classification are stressed and
discussed by J. Smalbraak in relation to hydatidiform mole. This problem is
considered in greater detail in Smalbraak's monograph and in the A.F.I.P.
fascicle by A. T. Hertig and H. Mansell.
Dr. Delfs discusses her experience from following 129 patients with
hydatidiform mole and choriocarcinoma by serum chorionic gonadotrophin
determinations and she substantiates the value of this quantitative investiga-
tion which is of considerable interest to the practicing Obstetrician faced
with such a problem.
It had been noted by a number of workers that the incidence of hydatidi-
form mole and choriocarcinoma was higher in certain parts of Asia than in
the West. Lalla Iverson presents the results of a joint project for study of
choriocarcinoma and hydatidiform mole in Asia. Hospital figures from
reliable clinics in Asia indicate an incidence of hydatidiform mole as high as
1:200 to 1:250 deliveries while that of choriocarcinoma ranges from 1:250
to 1:2708 deliveries, with the true figure probably lying in between. For
comparison, Hertig and Mansell give incidences of 1:12,500 to 1:40,000
pregnancies for chorioadenoma destruens and choriocarcinoma respectively.
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Although it is stressed by the authors that at best these figures are an
informed estimate, and also taking into account the change in denominators,
it is nevertheless apparent that a considerable difference exists. Iverson,
reporting the finding 'of the joint project, presents convincing data, with
statistical analysis, and discusses sampling problems and possible etiologic
factors.
Choriocarcinoma occurs in men, both in the testis and in extragenital sites.
These tumors are of great interest for a number of reasons but two deserve
special comment. The first is the puzzling observation of a higher incidence
of such tumors in men, compared with similar tumors, of non-trophoblast
origin, in women. The second is the possible significance of the finding that
approximately one-half of the choriocarcinomas and teratomas in men pos-
sess the Barr nuclear chromatin particle, or "female" marker. These and
other problems are discussed in the interesting review by N. B. Friedman.
The final paper presents the encouraging results obtained by Roy Hertz
and his group in the treatment of choriocarcinoma and related trophoblastic
tumors in women with the folic acid antagonist, "methotrexate." The
rationale of this mode of therapy is based on the high folic acid requirement
oftissues of both the fetus and the maternal genital tract.
Again it is regrettable that the Annals of the New York Academy of
Sciences do not contain subject indexes which, it is felt by this reviewer,
would contribute appreciably to the usefulness of such publications, especi-
ally to the casual reader. The organizers of the conference are to be congrat-
ulated for arranging this varied program with an international flavor which
includes contributions of a uniformly high standard in nearly all fields of
current interest in trophoblast.
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DICTIONARY OF WoRD ROOTS AND COMBINING FORMS. By Donald J.
Borror. Palo Alto, California, National Press Publications. 1960. 134 pp.
$2.00.
The key to understanding most scientific terms is their "derivation," the
meanings of the Latin and Greek roots from which these words were built.
Professor Borror offers a compact and useful list of such roots and their
translations in his new Dictionary. Also included in the pocket size, flexible
cover volume is a helpful introduction and lists of combining forms. A
helpful little book.
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